The history of the Bronte Swimming Club

Bronte and Bondi Baths

“in August, 1886, (Government) gave permission to Mr. A. Williams ... To design and supervise the
construction of the public baths at Bondi and Bronte. Regulation for the conduct of these Baths was
adopted by Council on October 4, 1887."

“it appears that the baths were completed about the middle of 1887.”.> The Bronte Baths were officially
opened on 6 February 1888°

Waverley Amateur Swimming Club

“Apparently the first swimming club to use Bronte Baths was the Waverley Amateur Swimming Club.
Evidence of this ... To be present at a swimming tournament Bronte Baths on November 29", 1890.”*

“On the 29™ Inst. (1890) The Waverley Amateur Swimming Club will hold their first complimentary
swimming carnival at Bronte Baths™ . Note that proceedings were terminated with a duck hunt.

SWIMMING NOTES.
—i

(By " Leanpen."")

CLUB PIXTURES,

Switmming carnivel, Wavarksy Amutons mlog
Chab, ul Nroute Zatbne, S..?\‘r-.-mla:r W.s"“

On the 26th inst. the Waverloy Amatonr
Swimming Club members will hohftlwir flest
compuunoentary swinanin carnival at
Hrunto Buthe, “I'Nere c-uugllu T skt fon :Dll::
that w very commendable amount of auergy
has boon displayed so fur Ly the originators
aud officinis of this olul. wnd if w siuslnge
aanit i exdabited in the Yuture there can be no
Lquestion of tho wuocous of the ciab. Mr, P,
Lloyd, the duservedly popmiar lessee of the
Broute Hathe, received w uotiication from
the wocretury of the Hulhimain Swimming Club
thut several wembore of the club intended to
taku B run over to Bronte on the 15th inst,
with u view of baving s few bBuprompta hsnu:
&o., with the membors of the local clahb,
Severnl of the Baimniv awimmors and loesl
rupporters of the club taroed up Saturday
aftoruoon., oud a very eofuvable tinme waw
spent. The procsvilings commoneod with o
Ttwryads  huadicap, whirls wus won b

W. G. Gurmley, off sorntol : Croain, Elalmslz
Bwinuming Cilal, Gsao, wecond, Gornuley

awam, us ho alwiuvs doos, il exenll
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Lut was evideutly wll off s regurds itiva,

Thne, lmiu 2'4'-'ccy. b Y
The proccedings terminsted with u duek

bhuut, which was ajppeoprinted by G, Farwer,

Soveral members of the Wavurley Cinb wi
dine “il.]l h'.lu Losmorrow, slicie i “’l.u

I think the Balwaln Swinming Club are to
be congraiuleted on the kKindl wpirit dive
playud by thew towards o club whick in as yet
0 atd anfanoy, I a little wore of this sporte-
munlike spirit woas shows, swimming would
sout wttaio in this culony the prominence it
f{]x:x Years Las  altamned in Eaglagd swd

Ui,

The foal of the Eulerprise Club 100 ds
Members Hundicap was won by M. Luwtin.
with vury littlo o spare, after o ve exoiting
finish.  Lawton in improving sod will, no
Aunbt, makes some of the front rank men shift
before long. Thwe, Twin 2L,

Thy undermentioned are thy namoes of the
olicuals od the Waverley Swisamiug Club;—
‘I’ulron Bir J. Cecil Read, Lurt. pevaident, By
Guest, ey vieo-presidecida, Allecwen W, P,
S‘lunlrl.". Roead, W. Sprap, ouwd J. M Lau hllu,
Eays, 5 committer, W, Androwy, G, Faraer, .'H. A.
Lawton, U, B, Lawton, wnd Go Berwai v enpaaly
g. :.&urlf:wul;' handicappery, ¥, W. Lloy

« & bawton ; Lon, treasaser, U, Merua hoa,
secrotiry, F, O Mitohiell, ' s

The rules of the ¢lul are based upon thoss of the

Eaterprive, with sowe sigcht wlterat
locul rejoicomvnta. . TR

Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club — Men Only

“The Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club ... was formed in 1892 at the Coogee Aquarium. ... After two
seasons at the Coogee Aquarium the Club transferred its headquarters to Bronte Baths. Both the Waverley
and Eastern Suburbs clubs must have operated at Bronte at least between 1894 and 1902 and some time
between the latter year and 1906 the clubs amalgamated under the title of the Eastern Suburbs Swimming

Club.®

In January 1906, “a grant towards the debt incurred in building a club room at the baths was done under the
name of the Eastern Suburb Swimming Club”’

“W. H. Brown was elected Secretary and Treasurer the first season at Bronte Baths and carried on for many
years after that.”®

(W.H. Brown was Club Captain in 1892.  In 1899 W. H. Bond won the first State Championship for the
Club. In 1895 L.Leo won all events from 100 yards to 880 yards.)’

®Ibid p272
T Ibid p272
8 Ibid p2725
° Ibid p272



Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club
Commitice 1906-7

Bk Now, L. o R S. AL Kenuy, H. Woald, A J. G f
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SAEIOwS L ho Ris B Hovey, J. Lapthovisc (Capt.), I. Parrelly ¢ Press 1. ¢ C ot B S0n) W Hladen:
 J. Laptheviie (Capt.), J. Fe es.), H. C. St - e .
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Collected by E.S. Marks, these volumes bring together diverse swimming association carnival
programs from around Sydney in 1903/04 and from Western Australia in 1908.
Vol. 1 (E.S. Marks/0736).
1. Eleventh annual carnival / Bondi Swimming Club (Dec. 19, 1903) —
Vol. 2 (E.S. Marks/0736).
1. 7th annual carnival official programme / Waverley Swimming Club (Dec. 5, 1903)
2. Tenth annual carnival / East Sydney Swimming Club (Jan. 9, 1904) —
3. Thirteenth annual carnival / Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club (Jan. 20, 1904) —
4. Souvenir, Eighth annual swimming carnival / Randwick and Coogee Swimming Club (Feb. 6, 1904)

Collected by E.S. Marks, this volume brings together diverse swimming carnival programs from
Sydney and Melbourne in 1904 and 1905

1. Keran record carnival / Randwick and Coogee Swimming Club (Mar. 28, 1905)

2. Souvenir, ninth annual swimming carnival / Randwick and Coogee Swimming Club (Jan. 25, 1905)

3. East Sydney Swimming Club (Mar. 18, 1905)

4. Eleventh annual carnival / East Sydney Swimming Club (Dec. 17, 1904)

5. Programme Fourteenth annual championship carnival / Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club (Feb. 18,
1905)

6. Official programme, eighth annual carnival / Waverly Swimming Club (Jan. 21, 1905)

7. Twelfth annual carnival / Bondi Swimming Club (Dec. 10, 1904)



EVOLUTION OF THE BRONTE SWIMMING CLUB INC

1. Eastern Suburbs Ladies Swimming Club — established 31 Oct 1905

Initially established as Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club — Ladies Branch of the male only Eastern Suburbs
Swimming Club. By 1906 it was named the Eastern Suburbs Ladies Swimming Club (ESLSC).
05/11/1905 — Sunday Times - Sydney

EASTERN SUBUGRBS CLUB.

Tle inangural meeting of the ladies’ branch of
the Eastern Suburhs %.C. was held at Drown's
Hall, Bronte, en Tuesday, October 31, The fol-
zowing OMcers were clected for the ensuing sea-
gom : President, Mrs. G. II. Rowles ¢ captain,
\izs K. Bishop ; starter and bandicappg, Mr. G.
H. Rowles ; hon. treasurer and secretary, Miss M.
Arown ; committes, Misses T. Kerr, I°, Burns, A.
Sandilands, A. Marlwood, Kiss, and Hill. Already
twenty-two ladies haye become members, and
there is every progpect of the club have a sue-
cessful season,  The next meeting to adopt rules
and decide upon the programme for the season
will be held at the stme ball next Thursday; Oth
inst. - Ladies residing in the district sre invited
to attend. :

2. Eastern Suburbs Ladies Amateur Swimming Club — established 1916

Annie Brown and Fanny Durack met in 1916 and renamed the ESLSC the Eastern Suburbs Ladies
Amateur Swimming Club (ESLASC) to enable competing in events of the NSW Amateur Ladies
Swimming Association rules .

3. Bronte Ladies Amateur Swimming Club — established 1946

The ESLASC closed down for WW2 from 1940 and immediately after in 1946 it was renamed the Bronte
Ladies Amateur Swimming Club (BLASC). This was primarily a club for girls.

4. Bronte Swimming Club Inc — established 1999

The BLASC started to allow boys and then their fathers to swim in its regular summer events at Bronte Baths.
A policy decision was made to completely open the club to both sexes and all ages. As well, legislative and
insurance compliance requirements meant the club had to incorporate under NSW Association rules.

The Bronte Swimming Club (Inc) became the most recent variant of the original Eastern Suburbs Ladies
Swimming Club established in 1905.

5. Further references to the early Eastern Suburbs Ladies Swimming Club are below

27/12/1905 — Sydney Sportsman — Surry Hills
FEASTERN SURURBS LADIES' CLUB.

The members of the sl ve club wish to
thank the numesrous
of the Easterm for

t?r:: in lho'lul'-. on of the
lub, and also +« Coghlan, Waveriey
Exchange, for l'-"l'“! l-.ou.:- t ’



13/5/1906 — Sunday Times — Sydney — ESLSC Ball at Paddington Town Hall

The memhers of  the Eastern Suburhe Yadies'
Swimming Cinb closed their eeason with o very
sipcessful “Veronique? Dapcp in the Paddington
Town Hall on Thurslay, May 3, cver 3 being
-présent, Much credit was duoe fo the encrgetic

dica "of the committeo—AMre, G. FI. Rowles (pro-
sident), Miss Cahle (viee-prezident), Miss M.
Brown aopd Miss E. Hegerty (hon. soes.). and Miss
M. Marwood and Miss . CGibson, (hon. trea.). The
hall and supper tahles were tastefully decornted
"with chrysanthemumsg, palms, and evergreeens. The
catering vwas provided by 2Mr. MeoIntosh, and music
by Mr. L. L. Hownyrde's string bopd,. Among thoss.
present were Mrs. P. U, lowles, in  blue
crope dp chine and applique ; Mrs. D. Brown,
black broche and sequins ; Mms. W. Rrown, black

Tace Inee ; RMre. Stone, while sillk muslin ; Mrms.

oole, bhlack tulle over place ; Mrs. Barnes, bhlack
silkk ; AMr3. Canny, pink crepe de chine, with blacx
milk, reses ; Mrs., Silburn, black merveillenx and
chiffon ; Mrs, Meade, cream voile with touches of
“pale blue ; Mrs. Stuart (Braidwood), eau-de-nil
sitk ; Mra. Egerson, klack glace ; Mrs. Rosenisld,
cream sifk and hyncinths ; Misz M. Brown, siiver
sequin net and 't lare over hlack glace : Miss
-Sandilands, cream siik and chifféa ; Miss P. Gib-
-=an, pale pink erepe de chine and henther ; Afiss |
Ethel Hegerty, rord, sunmy silk and chifon ; Miss

12/4/1907 — SMH - Amateur vs Professional
IMMI

Some correspondonce was reéad  at the
Janneal moeting of the Eoglish  Assocla-
[tlon betwern  the  assoctation and  the
luumr-l:mx sody o France. It was theo
moved that m!!{nuwn, who was suspended
twa years baek, be relastated, LSut the
vhalrman  ruled such discpssioa out of
order,

Mizz (lady: Tate, who 13 only 10, i3
oiaking her nape a4 a4 swimmer, Withla
ey dast week ehe bas  won the 100yds
champlonshin of the East Sydney Ladien’
[CTube o which she defeuted Miss Dorothy
[ HIL and Misa Fanpy  Darack, asd a
\lwmln handlcap. The time for the cham:
‘l

ianship was Imin 22 U<Sane

The English Aszocintion bas deelised to
ramnotion a champlonship o which senses
tolrs and orofesdlonals coyld compete to-
gother Irawm any par: of the world

29/1/1908 — Evening News _ - Gladys Tate beats Fanny Durack

SWIMMING.

At Farmer's Bathe the race for the champion-
ship of the Bastern Suburbs Ladles’ Club took
place, and resulted in an easy win fof last
year's champion, Miss Gladys Tate, who swam
the distance in Imin 18sec, beating her last
year's time by 4sec., Miss Dorothy Hill was
again second, and Miss Fannie Durack third.




12/1/1916 - SMH

FANNY DURACK'S TREBLE

REMARRKABLE COINCIDENCE
(From Our Special Correspondent.)

, SYDNEY, January 1¢. |
| Fanny Durack, champion lady swim-
‘mer of the world, won a treble at the!
' Eastern Suburbs Ladies' Club on Satur-
|day. Starting from s&cratch she con- |
ceded 5 sec. to Mrs W, Terry and 11
sec. to Miss V. Canbe, and won In 23
sec. She next conceded 8 sec. and 20
eec. respectively to the same pair, and |
won the 100 yd=. in 1 min. 14 sec., the
other placings being the same. Won-
derful to tell and difficult to repeat, the
'same thing occurred In the diving com-
petition, Mdss Durack beating the other
two in that order.

|
|
|

OTHER CLUBS

Bronte Amateur Swimming Club — Men Only

Originated from the male-only Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club soon after WW2. Closed down in 1960’s.

Bronte Ladies Swimming Club

The first meeting of the Bronte Ladies Swimming Club occurred on 31 October 1909.
31/10/1909 — Bronte Ladies Swimming Club — Sunday Times

; rooe T T -
o - BRONTE LADIES" CLUN, | .
The nowlyv-formed Bowite  Ludies™ Swimming
Club fornfly opencd  thelr dweson. * About 37
Incliew’ were present, & plessing festore of thy
outlog was & swim [n (the Boonte “bogey-hole,™
whereln (he aorl apd the @vim nee enjoyod with-
out rhik. S@eequently the porly  adjour.ed ' to
nronl'lo Park, whern wllernoon ten wad servesd ou’
the luwn, . % Ak B

This club did not last beyond a year or two from 1909. It appeared primarily social.

Eastern Suburbs Ladies League Swimming Club
3/11/1909 — SMH - Eastern Suburbs Ladies League Swimming Club formed1909.



SWIMMING.
EASTERN SUBURBS LADIES' LEAGUE CLUB.
The above club will bold a 33yds handicap at Fur-

mer’s Rose Bay baths this evening, for post
entries will be received.

This club operated for approximately 3 years. There is no further evidence of its operation beyond 1912.

Bronte Splashers Swimming Club

‘The Bronte Splashers Swimming Club was formed in the year 1921.”'° It has been operating continuously
since then as a Winter swimming club.

Bondi Amateur Swimming Club.

“Founded in 1892, the Bondi Amateur Swimming Club is one of the oldest amateur sporting bodies in the
Eastern Suburbs, and the second oldest swimming Club in the Commonwealth...”"!

“The foundation of the Club is believed to have come about through the natural rock pool which occupied
almost the same position as the present day baths.”'?

“Waverley Municipal Council improved the rock pool for the public, making it 33 yards in length. It

remained that size for about 20 years when it was lengthened to 50 yards, and in 1930 to fifty metres..”"

" Ibid  p274
""" The Centenary of the Municipality of Waverley — p271
2 Ibid  p271

B Ibid p271



