
The history of the Bronte Swimming Club 
Bronte and Bondi Baths 
“in August, 1886, (Government) gave permission to Mr. A. Williams ... To design and supervise the 
construction  of the public baths at Bondi and Bronte. Regulation for the conduct of these Baths was 
adopted by Council on October 4, 1887.”1   
 “it appears that the baths were completed about the middle of 1887.”.2 The Bronte Baths were officially 
opened on 6 February 18883 
 

Waverley Amateur Swimming Club 
“Apparently the first swimming club to use Bronte Baths was the Waverley Amateur Swimming Club. 
Evidence of this ... To be present at a swimming tournament Bronte Baths on November 29th, 1890.”4 
 
“On the 29th Inst. (1890) The Waverley Amateur Swimming Club will hold their first complimentary 
swimming carnival at Bronte Baths”5 . Note that proceedings were terminated with a duck hunt. 

 

                                                
1 Ibid   p 129 
2 Ibid  p148 
3 SMH 9 Feb 1888 
 
4 The Centenary of the Municipality of Waverley   p272 
5 Eva Steve Trove Notes    Ref 13  19/11/1890 



 
 

Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club – Men Only 
“The Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club ... was formed in 1892 at the Coogee Aquarium. ...  After two 
seasons at the Coogee Aquarium the Club transferred its headquarters to Bronte Baths. Both the Waverley 
and Eastern Suburbs clubs must have operated at Bronte at least between 1894 and 1902 and some time 
between the latter year and 1906 the clubs amalgamated under the title of the Eastern Suburbs Swimming 
Club.6 
 
In January 1906, “a grant towards the debt incurred in building a club room at the baths was done under the 
name of the Eastern Suburb Swimming Club”7 
 
“W. H. Brown was elected Secretary and Treasurer the first season at Bronte Baths and carried on for many 
years after that.”8 
 
(W.H. Brown was Club Captain in 1892.   In 1899 W. H. Bond won the first State Championship for the 
Club. In 1895 L.Leo won all events from 100 yards to 880 yards.)9 
 

                                                
6 Ibid   p272 
7 Ibid  p272 
8 Ibid  p 2725 
9 Ibid  p272 



 
 

 
Collected by E.S. Marks, these volumes bring together diverse swimming association carnival 
programs from around Sydney in 1903/04 and from Western Australia in 1908. 
Vol. 1 (E.S. Marks/0736).  

1. Eleventh annual carnival / Bondi Swimming Club (Dec. 19, 1903) –  
Vol. 2 (E.S. Marks/0736).  

1. 7th annual carnival official programme / Waverley Swimming Club (Dec. 5, 1903)  
2. Tenth annual carnival / East Sydney Swimming Club (Jan. 9, 1904) –  
3. Thirteenth annual carnival / Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club (Jan. 20, 1904) –  
4. Souvenir, Eighth annual swimming carnival / Randwick and Coogee Swimming Club (Feb. 6, 1904) 

 
Collected by E.S. Marks, this volume brings together diverse swimming carnival programs from 
Sydney and Melbourne in 1904 and 1905 
 

1. Keran record carnival / Randwick and Coogee Swimming Club (Mar. 28, 1905)  
2. Souvenir, ninth annual swimming carnival / Randwick and Coogee Swimming Club (Jan. 25, 1905) 
3. East Sydney Swimming Club (Mar. 18, 1905) 
4. Eleventh annual carnival / East Sydney Swimming Club (Dec. 17, 1904)  
5. Programme Fourteenth annual championship carnival / Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club (Feb. 18, 

1905) 
6. Official programme, eighth annual carnival / Waverly Swimming Club (Jan. 21, 1905) 
7. Twelfth annual carnival / Bondi Swimming Club (Dec. 10, 1904)  



EVOLUTION OF THE BRONTE SWIMMING CLUB INC 

1. Eastern Suburbs Ladies Swimming Club – established 31 Oct 1905 
Initially established as Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club – Ladies Branch of the male only Eastern Suburbs 
Swimming Club. By 1906 it was named the Eastern Suburbs Ladies Swimming Club (ESLSC).  
05/11/1905 – Sunday Times - Sydney 

 
 

2. Eastern Suburbs Ladies Amateur Swimming Club – established 1916 
Annie Brown and Fanny Durack met in 1916 and renamed the ESLSC the Eastern Suburbs Ladies 
Amateur Swimming Club (ESLASC) to enable competing in events of the NSW Amateur Ladies 
Swimming Association rules .  
 

3. Bronte Ladies Amateur Swimming Club – established 1946 
The ESLASC closed down for WW2 from 1940 and immediately after in 1946 it was renamed the Bronte 
Ladies Amateur Swimming Club (BLASC).  This was primarily a club for girls. 
 

4. Bronte Swimming Club Inc – established 1999 
The BLASC started to allow boys and then their fathers to swim in its regular summer events at Bronte Baths. 
A policy decision was made to completely open the club to both sexes and all ages. As well, legislative and 
insurance compliance requirements meant the club had to incorporate under NSW Association rules.  
 
The Bronte Swimming Club (Inc) became the most recent variant of the original Eastern Suburbs Ladies 
Swimming Club established in 1905. 
 
5. Further references to the early Eastern Suburbs Ladies Swimming Club are below 
27/12/1905 – Sydney Sportsman – Surry Hills 

 
 



13/5/1906 – Sunday Times – Sydney – ESLSC Ball at Paddington Town Hall 

 
 

12/4/1907 – SMH - Amateur vs Professional 

 
 

29/1/1908 – Evening News  - Gladys Tate beats Fanny Durack 

 
 

 



12/1/1916 - SMH 

 
 
OTHER CLUBS 

Bronte Amateur Swimming Club – Men Only 

Originated from the male-only Eastern Suburbs Swimming Club soon after WW2. Closed down in 1960’s.  

Bronte Ladies Swimming Club 

The first meeting of the Bronte Ladies Swimming Club occurred on 31 October 1909. 
31/10/1909 – Bronte Ladies Swimming Club – Sunday Times 

 
This club did not last beyond a year or two from 1909. It appeared primarily social. 
 

Eastern Suburbs Ladies League Swimming Club 
3/11/1909 – SMH - Eastern Suburbs Ladies League Swimming Club formed1909. 



 

This club operated for approximately 3 years. There is no further evidence of its operation beyond 1912. 

Bronte Splashers Swimming Club 
‘The Bronte Splashers Swimming Club was formed in the year 1921.”10 It has been operating continuously 
since then as a Winter swimming club. 
 

Bondi Amateur Swimming Club.   
“Founded in 1892, the Bondi Amateur Swimming Club is one of the oldest amateur sporting bodies in the 
Eastern Suburbs, and the second oldest swimming Club in the Commonwealth...”11 
“The foundation of the Club is believed to have come about through the natural rock pool which occupied 
almost the same position as the present day baths.”12 
“Waverley Municipal Council improved the rock pool for the public, making it 33 yards in length. It 
remained that size for about 20 years when it was lengthened to 50 yards, and in 1930 to fifty metres..”13 
 

                                                
10 Ibid    p274 
11 The Centenary of the Municipality of Waverley   p271 
12 Ibid   p271 
13 Ibid  p271 


